
A Singapore Peranakan, architect 
Lee Kip Lin (1925–2011) was 
educated at the Singapore Chinese 
Girls’ School (during a period when 
male students were selectively 
admitted) and the Anglo Chinese 
School. He received his architectural 
training at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University College 
London, University of London. From 
1956 until his retirement in 1984, 
he combined a career in teaching 
with private practice. He wrote 
several monographs on Singapore’s 
architectural history and was a keen 
collector of Singapore memorabilia.

Throughout its history Singapore has 
been home to a cosmopolitan mixture 
of people – from Arab traders and 
Bugis sailors to English civil servants, 
European merchants and Chinese 
of every class. Most residents lived 
in crowded quarters in the ethnic 
kampongs first delineated by Stamford 
Raffles. But for the more prosperous, 
large houses in spacious grounds were 
the norm.
 Today, many of the houses have 
disappeared under the pressure of 
urbanisation. The Singapore House 
marks a major attempt to document 
this wonderfully rich and beautiful 
architectural legacy. The first half of 
the book is a comprehensive study 
of the various styles – from English 
Georgian to Victorian Eclectic, 
Gothic, Edwardian Baroque, Arts 
and Crafts and Modern International 
– that were introduced and their 
origins as well as the somewhat unique 
variations that were devised to suit the 
tastes and lifestyles of their owners, 
including the distinctive “Coarsened 
Classical” style. As the architecture of 
an era cannot be completely divorced 
from its social context, the second half 
offers a sampling of individual houses, 
their interiors and a glimpse into the 
lives of the owners and occupants.
 The Singapore House brings 
together a fascinating array of rare 
documentary materials, stunning 
photographs and useful architectural 
drawings. The book is an invaluable 
source of information not only for the 
social and architectural historian but 
also for anyone who has an interest in 
Singapore’s domestic heritage.
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The Singapore House is a comprehensive 
study of the various domestic architectural 
styles that thrived in Singapore from 1819 
until the outbreak of the Pacific War  – 
from English Georgian, Victorian, Eclectic, 
Edwardian Baroque, Arts and Crafts and 
Modern International to the home-grown 
Coarsened Classical. Beautifully illustrated, 
The Singapore House marks a major attempt to 
document a rich and beautiful architectural 
legacy. The over 400 illustrations include rare 
historical materials, remarkable photographs 
and fascinating architectural drawings.
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A Note to the Reader: 
Because all of the houses discussed in the book were built prior to the use of the metric system, 
measurements were given in feet and inches throughout. To avoid confusion over terms 
relating to floor levels, the standard terms used are “ground floor” and “first floor”. Finally, 
the dating of houses relies mainly on the information contained in the original building plans. 
It is therefore assumed, in the absence of other information, that the houses were constructed 
reasonably close to the dates on the plans.
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