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Colouring Scenes of Singapore
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Wall detail: DAKOTA CRESCENT public housing. Built in 1958 by the Singapore Improvement
Trust (SIT), the blocks are slated for demolition as part of the area’s redevelopment.
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Introduction

Dancing Streets is the work of an architect based in
Singapore. He enjoys weekly Sunday morning walks
with his family. Over the last few years, they have

visited the various neighbourhoods in the city on foot.

On these walks, the family has discovered many
charming and delightful areas. The author wants to
share these scenes with people who may not have the
opportunity to see these places if they travel by MRT or

on public transport which ply along trunk roads.

Singapore is a city that is constantly evolving. On
revisiting some of these places, he has found that some
of its heritage has been lost in the name of progress.
The author has tried to document slices of Singapore’s
built enviroment and architecture in the way he

knows best, by sketching. He hopes readers will enjoy
colouring these dancing streets and be inspired to

actually visit these places themselves.







KEONG SAIK ROAD is named after Tan Keong Siak, a
Malacca-born Chinese businessman. In the 1960s, this was

a red-light’ area with many marginalised trades. Today, the
shophouses have been converted to offices and boutique hotels
and a variety of shops and cafes can be found at street level.
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KEONG SAIK ROAD was once called the ‘Street of Clans’
as more than 30 different Chinese clan associations were
located here. The three-storey shophouses on this street are
a mix of Art Deco style and late-style. The shophouses tend

to have heavily decorated facades and usually have three
sets of windows on each floor.









