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When it comes to raising children, parents can expect to experience their 

fair share of headaches, heartaches and worries. In this collection of comic 

strips, comic artist Dan Kuah and co-author Smith Leong highlight the ups 

and downs of raising Dan’s young son, Ben Ben, who often manages to 

outwit his father with his mischievous antics. This light-hearted take on the 

parenting journey off ers hefty doses of hilarious and heartfelt moments 

that will help parents to navigate the nuances of everyday family life. 

“I’ve known Dan since 1994. His passion for creating comics continues 
to burn strongly. This will make a truly perfect gift for parents and 
non-parents alike.” 

James Teo
Award-winning illustrator of Ah Boys to Men, 

Long Long Time Ago and The Lion Men

“Ben Ben Diaries is heart-warming and sincere. This rare made-in-
Singapore comic book is truly entertaining!”

Wee Tian Beng
Creator of Return of the Condor Heroes,

The Adventures of Wisely and The Celestial Zone

“A sweet comic book fi lled with short stories to bond with your kids. 
It will help remind you of the love you have for each other. A must-read 
for parents!”

Evangeline Neo
Creator of Eva, Kopi & Matcha and Eva Goes Solo
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To my dear son, Benjamin, 

Thank you for coming into my life and 

making it beautiful. 

I love you.
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Foreword
How time flies.

I remember vividly the day I held little Benjamin in the hospital. 
It was the most tiring day of my life. But at the same time, it was 
also the happiest.

Children are a bundle of joy. They bring out a different side in us 
parents that we never knew. They give us a sense of responsibility 
in our lives. They make us believe that life is about them, not us. 
They also make us appreciate what OUR parents did for us.

Parents, on the other hand, are super-humans. Parents are able 
to come home after a long, tiring day of work and still be able to 
sit beside the bed and sing. Parents are able to endure bad bosses 
or unreasonable clients at work, only to come home and smile at 
their children.

As a parent, I am constantly learning. And I always  try to 
remember what my parents did when I was a kid. For this, 
I thank PaPa and MaMa for their blood, sweat and tears. And I 
salute all parents in this world.

I remember lying in bed one night after putting my son Ben Ben 
to bed. I thought to myself what I could, as a parent, give to Ben 
Ben when he reaches 21?
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Every story has a beginning, 
and ours begins here....

A wealthy person I am not. Therefore the options of a car or an 
inheritance is out. So what else could I give? I began to ponder.

I have been drawing comics since 12 years old and  I could not 
think of a better gift than to archive my adventures with Ben 
Ben in a comic book. My plan is to present it to him on his 21st 
birthday.

I guess this is my little way of looking towards the future.

Dan Kuah
October 2016
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Why is it  
taking so  

long?

I remember that day clearly...

Suddenly...

Many thoughts ran through my mind at that moment...

Does he look like me?
Is he as handsome as me?

Is he healthy? Can he draw?

Is he going to 
be obedient?

Will he  
love me?

Then the doctor came out.

Nah!

10 1 1
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No words can describe my happiness 
as i announce the arrival of 

ben ben to the world.

welcome to parenthood!

Friends will tell you what you should do as a parent.

But trust me – no matter how many books one reads

or how many parenting lessons one attends,

no one can say that they are thoroughly prepared

to be a parent until it actually happens.

Well I thought tough times were finally over

when Ben Ben is born.

How wrong I was....

After his bath!

Ben Ben’s first minute in this world

12 13
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We used to stay in Tampines. As we brought Ben Ben back 
from the hospital, I looked at him and said this to him.

Welcome 
HOME!

Daddy’s Limit
I learnt how to make milk...

I learnt how to 
bathe Ben Ben...

But clearing his poop was a psychological barrier!

1 4 15
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start Early timing
I read somewhere that teaching your child 
starts young.

PaPa is 
best......

PaPa is 
best......

So I proceeded with my plan every night until....

MY WIFE FOUND OUT.....

OEI!!

?

16 17
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Timing Again 1, 2, 3 ...

1 scoop. 
2 scoops. 
3 scoops. 

4-

Oh dear, 
I lost count!

18 19
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About the Authors
Dan Kuah began producing comics 
since 12 years old. By the age of 
14, he had brushed his shoulders 
with well-known local cartoonists 
and became an apprentice under 
the wings of acclaimed local 
cartoonist James Teo. Dan is very 
passionate about comics and hopes 
to inspire his son, Benjamin, with 
his works.

Smith Leong has pretty much 
spent his career in advertising 
and digital work and now 
heads marketing at a business 
incubator with gastronomic local 
food tour, MakanBus, being his 
latest project. When he’s not 
thinking of new business ideas  
and contributing ideas for Ben Ben 
Diaries, he spends his time on his 
award-winning blog smithankyou.
com and trying to be an awesome  
Dad to his newborn son, Seth.
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