
Animal Fact File is a visual guide to the most important—and most interesting—
unique anatomical features of the world’s most irresistible and fascinating mammals. 
Covering animals from diverse corners of the globe, from the trees of the Amazon 
basin to the depths of the ocean, the blazing floor of the desert to the frozen tundra 
of the Arctic, this book features more than 90 mammals, from aardvarks to wombats. 

Each animal is featured on a two-page, full-color illustrated spread that highlights 
special features of its body, accompanied by X-ray views showing the skeleton with 
clear annotations. Fact boxes and captions provide additional information, such as 
size, color, distinguishing features and feeding habits. 

Animal Fact File is the perfect introduction to the animal world for the general 
reader and an essential reference for any young adult with an interest in these 
remarkable mammals.
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There are over 4,000 species of mammals, 
covering animals from diverse corners 
of the globe: ranging from the trees of 
the Amazon basin to under the sea, the 
blazing floor of the desert to the freezing 
tundra of the Arctic.

Despite their diversity, all mammals 
share certain characteristics which, 
taken together, set them apart from other 
animals. They all have mammary glands, 
which are the organs used by the females 
to feed milk to their young, and from 
which they get their name. All mammals 
are ‘warm-blooded’, which means that 
they can maintain a regular internal body 
temperature using the heat generated 
in their muscles and other body tissues. 
Mammals have hair or fur to retain this 
heat and keep them warm in cold weather. 
Many have fur all over their body, and 
some over parts of their body, while some 
mammals, such as whales, have only a few 
hairs.

Mammals have four limbs (though in some 
sea mammals, such as dolphins, these have 
become flippers), well-developed brains 
and efficient hearts with four separate 
chambers, which keep apart oxygen-rich 
blood and blood from which most of the 
oxygen has been removed in its journey 
around the body.

All the mammals living today can be 
divided into 21 groups or orders (shown 
opposite).

Orders of Mammals

Scientific Name typical species

Artiodactyla pig, hippo, antelope, cattle

Carnivora cat, dog, bear, raccoon

Cetacea whale, dolphin, porpoise

Chiroptera bat

Dermoptera flying lemur

Edentata armadillo, anteater

Hyracoidea hyrax

Insectivora shrew, hedgehog, mole

Lagomorpha rabbit, hare, pika

Macroscelidea elephant shrew

Marsupialia kangaroo, koala, wombat

Monotremata platypus

Perissodactyla horse, zebra, rhinoceros

Pholidota pangolin

Pinnipedia seal, sea lion

Primates monkey, lemur, ape, man

Proboscidea elephant

Rodentia rat, mouse

Scandentia tree shrew

Sirenia sea cow, manatee
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Aardvark
Location: Africa (south of the Sahara)

Classification

Genus: Orycteropus
Species: afer

Size

Head-body length: 40 – 63 in (100 –160 cm)

Weight: 110 –155 lb (50 –70 kg)

Coloration

Pinkish gray skin with a sparse covering of hair  
that varies in color from brown to yellowish gray.

Features

Long snout ending in a piglike muzzle.

Large, waxy, naked ears.

Large hindquarters, seemingly out of proportion  
to the rest of the body.

Tapering tail.

The Tail

tapers away from a stout base
with a circumference of about
16 In (40 cm). It often leaves a
distinctive trail on soft ground.

Aardvark
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African buffalo
Location: Africa (south of the Sahara)

Classification

Genus: Syncerus
Species: caffer

Size

Head-body length: 6.8–11 ft (2.1– 3.4 m)

Height to shoulder: 3.3–5.5 ft ( 1–1.7 m)

Average length of horns from root to tip:  
3.3 ft (1 m)

Tail length: 28 in (71 cm) 

Weight: 660 –1,984 lb (300 –900 kg) 

Males are 30 –50 percent larger than females.

Weight at birth: 88 lb (40 kg)

Coloration

Adult bulls are dark brown to black.

Hair gradually thins out as animals mature, until 
large patches of dark hide are exposed. This may 
be accompanied by patchy markings on the face. 

Cows are paler in color, and calves are a reddish 
brown.

Features

Massive, typical bovine appearance.

Long, shallow curving horns, meeting in a helmet, 
or “boss,” on the crown in males.

Horns taper to a pointed tip.

Long, drooping ears fringed with hairs.

Permanently moist muzzle.

Long tail ending in a bushy tip.

AFRICAN Buffalo
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African Civet
Location: tropical Africa

Classification

Genus: Civettictis

Species: civetta

Size

Head-body length: 26 –35 in (66– 88 cm)

Tail length: approx. 20 in (51 cm)

Height to shoulder: 13 –15 in (33 –38 cm)

Weight: 15–44 lb (7–20 kg)

Males are larger than females.

Coloration

Dark spots, stripes, and blotches on a grayish or 
tawny-brown background.

Legs and tail are dark.

Face has a raccoon-like mask, with white muzzle 
and speckled gray forehead.

Features

Raccoon-like face mask.

Hindquarters higher than forequarters.

Blunt, semi-retractile claws.

Dorsal crest of erectile, long dark hairs.

Large anal-sac and perineal glands under tail.

The Tail

is broad at the base, 
tapering toward the tip. 
It measures perhaps 
a third of the animal’s 
total length.
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AFRICAN WILD DOG

AFRICAN WILD DOG
Location: from the Sahara to South Africa

Classification

Genus: Lycaon
Species: pictus

Size

Head-body length: 30 –40 in (75 –100 cm)

Tail length: 12–16 in (30 –40 cm)

Average weight: 44– 60 lb (20 –27 kg)

Males are some 10 percent heavier than females.

Coloration

Sparse coat of random but well-defined black, tan 
yellow, and white blotches on grayish black skin; 
in older animals the skin is clearly visible. Each 
individual has a different coat pattern, but the 
muzzle is always black and the tufted tail always 
has a white tip.

Features

Lithe, slender build.

Long, slim legs with four toes on each foot.

White-tipped tail.

Broad, dark muzzle with conspicuous teeth.

Large, rounded ears.
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Lion
Location: southern Sahara to South Africa

Classification

Genus: Panthera

Species: leo

Size

Head-body length/male: 8–9 ft (2.4–3.3 m)

Head-body length/female: 7–8 ft (2.3–2.6 m)

Shoulder height/male: up to 4 ft (1.2 m)

Shoulder height/female: up to 3.6 ft (1.1 m)

Weight/male: 330–550 lb (150–240 kg)

Weight/female: 270–300 lb (120–180 kg)

Weight at birth: 2–4 lb (1.1–2 kg) 

Coloration

Typically pale sandy or tawny yellow, but varying 
from grayish buff to yellowish red and dark ocher; 
white around mouth and on chin, underparts, and 
inner sides of legs.

Male’s mane dark tawny, reddish brown, or black.

Features

Tail, just over half the length of head and body, 
has large tuft of long, blackish hair at tip, which 
conceals a horny spur.

Mane of hairs in male only, up to 6.3 in (16 cm) 
long on sides of face and top of head, extending  
on to shoulders, around neck, and short way  
       down spine.

  Short hair on face, upper parts of body, flanks, 
and most of tail; longer on underparts and tail tip. 

Long, whitish whiskers arranged in parallel rows  
on sides of upper lip.

Amber eyes and blackish nose; prominent black 
mark at base of outside of rounded ears, used in 
visual communication between lions.

lion
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Eurasian Otter
Location: Europe, Asia & North Africa

Classification

Genus: Lutra
Species: lutra

Size

Head-body length/male: 22–28 in (57–70 cm) 

Tail length/male: 14–16 in (35–40 cm) 

Height/male: 12 in (30 cm)

Weight/male: 22 lb (10 kg)

Weight at birth: 2 oz (60 g)

Females are about 10 percent shorter and 
25 percent lighter than males.

Coloration

Brownish gray to brown on the back; paler on the 
throat and belly. Can vary seasonally.

Cubs: pale gray.

Features

Small, rounded ears.

Stiff whiskers on face, throat, elbows.

     Hind legs longer than front legs; feet webbed.

                     Males have thicker necks and  
                               broader muzzles.

The muscular tail

is used for moving and steering 
while swimming, and as a 
supporting third leg when the 
otter stands on its hind legs. 

otter
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192

Classification
The following lists the genuses of the mammals detailed in this book.

ARTIODACTYLA	 African Buffalo, American Bison, Camel, Giraffe, Hippopotamus, Ibex, 
Pronghorn, Red Deer, Springbok, Wild Boar, Wildebeest

CARNIVORA 	 African Civet, African Wild Dog, Arctic Fox, Badger, Black Bear, Cheetah, 
Dhole, Eurasian Wildcat, Giant Panda, Golden Jackal, Grizzly Bear, 
Hyena, Jaguar, Leopard, Lion, Maned Wolf, Meerkat, Otter, Pine Marten, 
Polar Bear, Puma, Raccoon, Red Fox, Serval, Spectacled Bear, Tiger, 
Weasel, Wolf, Wolverine

CETACEA 	 Blue Whale, Dolphin, Killer Whale, Sperm Whale

CHIROPTERA 	 Gray-headed Fruit Bat, Greater Horseshoe Bat, Pipistrelle Bat, Vampire Bat

EDENTATA 	 Armadillo, Giant Anteater, Three-toed Sloth

INSECTIVORA 	 European Mole, Hedgehog, Shrew

LAGOMORPHA 	 Brown Hare, Rabbit

MARSUPIALIA 	 Kangaroo, Koala, Opossum, Rat Kangaroo, Sugar Glider, Tasmanian 
Devil, Wombat

MONOTREMATA 	 Platypus

PERISSODACTYLA 	 Plains Zebra, Przhevalski’s Horse, Rhinoceros

PINNIPEDIA 	 Common Seal, Fur Seals

PRIMATES 	 Capuchin, Chimpanzee, Gibbon, Gorilla, Lesser Galago, Mandrill, 
Marmoset, Orangutan, Red Colobus

PROBOSCIDEA 	 Elephant

RODENTIA 	 Brown Rat, Canadian Beaver, Capybara, Deer Mouse, Hamster, Lemming,  
Naked Mole Rat, Porcupine, Prairie Dog, Red Squirrel, Wild Cavy

SIRENIA 	 Manatee

TUBULIDENTATA 	 Aardvark
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