A hardboiled detective. His
knuckleheaded partner. And
a bar girl with a mysterious
past. Their lives intersect in
the most unlikely of places

- a murder scene, where a
minister who killed himself 20

years ago, is found dead again.

In the tradition of noir comics
like Sin City, Sprawl is gritty
and laced with dark humour.
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Innovative and surprising in its

blend of poetry and art, Sprawl GHAPHIU
is the first in a new graphic

novel series by Felix Cheong NUVEL
WRITTEN BY FELIX CHEONG
ILLUSTRATED BY ARIF RAFHAN

and Arif Rafhan.

74 "NIEMORABLE,
ISCERAL‘GUT(PUNCH
OFA'GRAPHIC NOVEL.

GRAPHIC NOVEL
ISBN 978-981-4928-90-8

7898147928908

visi website at:
www.marshallcavendish.com

SuoNIp3 YsIpuane) jjeysiew

nc Marshall Cavendish ‘
Editions ?




With a hardboiled edge, Felix Cheongand Asif Rafhan have
created a sin city to rival Frank Millef's.The blood doesn't spill
from the page. It splatters réaching the darkest corners of the
most privileged-in society. Urcompromising in the best possible
way, Sprawlrevels In its artistic vision and sweeps the reader
along-A memniorable, vlsqeral gut punch of a graphic novel,

I loved ji \

~— Neil Humphreys, author of Bloody Foreigners

Frank Miller aesthetics cloak this crime noir thriller setin
Sin-gapore City as Fellx Cheong and Arif Rafhan spin this tale of
corruption and tarnished heroes with verve and hardboiled
axcitemeant.

— Kenny Chan, former Asia-Pacific senior
store and merchandising director, Books
Kinokuniya

Felix Cheong and Arif Rathan's Spraw/ brings together two
literary genres, poetry and nolr, in the graphic novel form. The
graphic form meshes well with both the kinetic aspects of postry
and noir. t's a dark and bloody tour through a cify’s underbelly.

— Dr lan Gordon, author of Superman: The
Persistence of an American lcon

The struggle redemption, framed in the grittiness of fllm nolr,
capturing the brilllant poetics of the urban underbelly, Sprawl s
a cinematic and captivating thrill ride.

— Crispin Rodrigues, poet
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To Daniel
For all the years we have spent
dreaming of stories in noir chiaroscuro.
—FC

Enjoy my first noir, my lovely colorful family;
Suhana, Mya, Hamka, and Sina!
—AR



ANT LILE A MEROR, THE SITY LISHTE SHINE
THEY'RE SCREAMING AT Us,

WE TON'T NEET YOUR “IND

SOMETIMES T WONDER IF THE WORLD'S &0 SMALL.
THAT WE CAN NEVER &ET AWAY FROM THE SPRAWL.

- “ZPRAWL II (MOUNTAINS BEYOND MOUNTAINSY, ARCATE FIEE.)







PROLOGUE -

THE CITY &TRETCHES YOUR EYES,
176 CANVAS TAUT ACROSS THE SKY.

NO PIXEL & LEFT UNTOUCHED,
NO VIEW VEEMED TOO RUSHET.

A

176 SMILE FOLL.OWS YOUR EVERY TUEN,

TAKLES IN WHATEVER YOU YEARN.
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1 SENSE 1T WEAKENING AT IT& KNEES,
VNG AL |\T BREATHES -

A% I AM, LIKE I PO, ANP I WAS,
BEFORE VEATH FLEXES ITe CLAWS.
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L7 - i | T
{1 o Rl : : 1'% IN HER BODY THAT WEARS
S A e ITSELF LIGHT, A LOOSE STRAP
- — - 50 SLIGHT.

THE VEAS OF ALLZOHOL N
THE BLOOU. |

et

THAT BATS AWAY YOUR YEAES. (A i) I SHOW, ONE HAND SHY OF YOUR

EREASY.
. ——
YOU BREMAIN STILL ON THE &TOCL,
LILE A CLOZK UNHINEGETD

/N

1T COULD BE THE DIM LIGHT —q Y — | |57 wer AszeT cTRIPPNG TO A r

R e,
EGING ABOVE YOUR NECK ANU CREATES
B SLITHERING BELL

50 ST, BESS,
STILL 50 ANV
AT BEST.




FIGHTING FIRE

1 SET ASTICK INTO FLIGHT
ANU WATCH HOW EACZH BREEATH

1'9 vy T
e

a . : -%F‘F ; 4 .-.'."'::' .
F & u.;wF ?EO.‘MGE—; T fi

WITHOUT THE COMPASS OF ROSE’S LIGHT.



GRIEF ‘;E‘T ME UF FORE A FALL. ] !

| | \ } I I £ BUT HERE 15 NOW 16 LOVE THAT LEANS

-

5 IN FOR A KISS, ANT ALL \& BISHT A& EAIN.




1T PERFELT
OHNLY IF YOU'RE
A TVEEAMER,

1T’ PERFECT, 16N°T 1T,
THI& CITY OF OURST

YOU KNOW WHAT
MY £I5TER ONCE
SATT

AS FAE AS THE EYES CAN BEALH,
THERE'S ORVER IN THE SPRAWL
NO MATTER HOW SILENT OR SMALL.

THAT'S WHY 1 U0 WHAT 1 DO,
LIKE MY FATHER ONCE TITL
HOLY UP THE LAW,

YOU'RE SLEEPING OR DEAT.






